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RAILCARS — 2017–18 STATE BUDGET 

534. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the $322 million committed in the McGowan government’s first budget for new railcars. 

(1) How will this government ensure that there are opportunities for local workers and local businesses in the 
procurement and manufacturing of these railcars? 

(2) Can the minister outline how this will contrast with the previous Liberal–National government’s failure 
to utilise local content on past manufacturing of railcars? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for this question. 

(1)–(2) We know that the Liberal Party is anti–WA jobs. It resisted calls to bring that bridge back to WA to be 
built. It resisted getting more funds for WA. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You did not get any more funds. You just redirected them. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It resisted the redirection of the $1.2 billion in funds. It wanted the federal government to rip 
it out, as I recall. There is one constant theme. It is anti–us getting more WA jobs. That is the only constant theme 
that it has. We have allocated, over the forward estimates, $322 million and a total allocation of over $500 million 
for greater local content in our rail manufacturing. Under the Liberal government, it was two per cent in WA. The 
Leader of the Opposition was promoting that Queensland was going totally offshore. We know the problems that 
the Queensland government has now encountered with the new rolling stock. We do not want that mistake. We 
will be ordering over 100 new railcars. 

Mr D.C. Nalder: C series? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Bateman has interjected. He said that $1.2 billion was allocated for 300 new 
railcars. Do members remember that? That was $1.2 billion, of which $5 million was allocated in the budget. Six 
months later, the now Leader of the Opposition took that whole prospect away and the $1.2 billion evaporated. No 
new railcars were ordered for the expansion of the network. I do not know whom members opposite were talking to. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Bateman! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Fabricate! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Fabricate? Yes, we are. Local fabrication—finally! 

Mr D.T. Redman: Mr Speaker — 

The SPEAKER: No, she is still going. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I was just processing the fabrication line. I could not believe the Leader of the Opposition, 
who did not fabricate anything when he was over here, is now saying that we need to fabricate more; we agree. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: What about the stadium? 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: What about the stadium? 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We want to fabricate more and more. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: One hundred per cent steel fabrication of the stadium! 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you said it three times and I warned you twice. I call you to order for 
the first time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Members opposite are proud that they built the stadium here. It is not as though they could 
have built it over there and transported it on a ship. They had to build it here. 
We have had a lot of positive talks with industry. Again, I do not know whom members opposite were talking to, 
but there are manufacturers keen to participate. Next week there will be another industry meeting, putting together 
the key manufacturers and local suppliers to see what opportunities there are for local suppliers to engage in the 
railcar procurement strategy. We have a plan. It is a plan about promoting WA jobs. All the opposition wants to 
do is knock, knock, knock and wreck, wreck, wreck! 
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